NOCTURNE
 2578    NON-COMMISSIONED  OFFIOEE
 
measure upon property qualifications. France
under the empire fostered titles of nobility;
the old families still retain the titles, as wit-
nessed by the prefix de, but there is now no
government recognition. Before the World
War von and vow indicated noble rank in
Germany; with the passing of the royal Ho-
henzollerns princely titles became honors.
In the United States class distinctions were
guarded against by the following paragraph
in the Constitution (Art. I, Sec. 9):
No title of nobility shall be granted by the
United States; and no person holding" any
office of profit or trust under them shall, with-
out the consent of the Congress, accept of
any present, emolument, office, or title, of any
kind whatever, from any king, prince, or
foreign state.
Related   Articles.     Consult   the   following
titles for additional information:
Baron	Earl
Count and Countess      Marquis
Duke and Duchess        Prince
NOCTURNE, nok'turn, a French term
meaning night piece, applied to any musical
composition which expresses a mood in-
spired by the soft, dreamy, quiet atmosphere
of night. Chopin was the greatest master of
this style of composition. A picture, such
as Whistler's, representing the Thames in
darkness, in which is poetically conveyed a
sense of the mystery and beauty of night, is
fittingly named nocturne.
NODE, an astronomical term used in con-
nection with planetary orbits. All the planets
of the solar system revolve round the sun
in tracks or orbits slightly elliptical. The
plane of the earth's orbit is called the ecliptic.
The orbits of all the planets are not in ex-
actly the same plane; that is to say, the plane
of each orbit is slightly inclined to the eclip-
tic. Therefore each planetary orbit inter-
sects the ecliptic at two points, opposite each
other in the celestial sphere. The points of
intersection are called nodes. The node which
a planet reaches in passing from the south
to the north side of the ecliptic is called the
ascending node; the other is the descending
node.
N00I, no'ge, ki-teu, General Baron
(1851-1912), a Japanese general and admin-
istrator, famous for Ms successful siege of
Port Arthur during the Russo-Japanese War,
extending from May, 1904, to January 1,
1905. He was a member of the famous Sa-
murai caste of feudal Japan, and after the
reorganization of the country he entered the
army and won distinction in the Satsuma
 Rebellion, in which he was twice seriously
wounded. After the Japanese-Chinese War
of 1895 he was made governor of the island of
Formosa, which was ceded by China to Japan
as a result of that struggle, and showed re-
markable ability as an administrator. At the
outbreak of the Russo-Japanese War he was
placed in command of the third army and was
assigned the task of reducing Port Arthur,
considered one of the most strongly fortified
ports in the world. After the fall of that
fortress he joined Oyama's force and took
a conspicuous part in the great Battle of
Mukden. In 1912 he and his wife committed
hara-kiri because they did not wish to survive
their beloved Emperor Mutsuhito. See hara-
kiri.
NO'MAD LIFE, that mode of living prac-
ticed by tribes who wander about from place
to place instead of occupying any one home
permanently. Nomadism is from the Latin
for roaming. Those tribes of Central Asia
who live chiefly by raising goats, cattle and
other domestic animals practice nomadism be-
cause they must at intervals seek fresh pas-
turage areas. Such tribes live in tents and
their mode of life is very simple. In North
America there are still a few Indian tribes
that wander about, notably the pastoral
Navahos of Arizona and New Mexico. The
Hebrews of the time of Abraham and later
were nomads.
NOME, nohm, alaska, on Seward Penin-
sula, which is a western projection of the
territory. The town is about 150 miles south-
east of the Alaskan point nearest the Siberian
coast, across Bering Strait, and it is the
largest settlement in its part of the country.
It is the center of a productive gold-mining
district, whose output once reached $7,500,-
000 a year, but is now about $1,500,000.
The permanent growth of the town dates
from 1899. It now has every public service
that is at the command of cities in the states.
A railroad extends northwest to Shelton.
Nome is the center of the educational and
commercial activities of Western Alaska.
Population, 1930,1,213; in the boom days of
the gold rush 12,000 people lived here.
NON-COMMISSIO"NED OFFICER, a sol-
dier who holds the rank of corporal or ser-
geant He is above the private and below
the second lieutenant. The latter is the lowest
commissioned officer. Non-commissioned of-
ficers are appointed by the superior officers
of the company, battalion or regiment.

